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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Monday, November 20, 2017 at 8:16 pm in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment so 

that we may reflect on why we are here, ask for guidance in the decisions we make 

here that they may benefit all the people of our community.  As we begin this 

Thanksgiving week, I ask that you keep in your thoughts and prayers, the people of our 

country, the people of our Village, especially the people of our Village, the people of our 

Village that have very little but they’re grateful for what they have, they’re grateful to 

have a wonderful community like this, a safe community and a welcoming community.  

So keep those people in your prayers as we prepare for giving thanks for what we have.  

Thank you. 

 

Presentation of the 2016/2017 Draft Audit Drescher & Malecki, LLP 

 

 The powerpoint presentation that was made is attached to the end of these 

minutes. 

 

Public hearing to discuss proposed amendments to the Village’s Tax Map 

 

Jan Johannessen, AICP, Village Planner presented the proposed amendments. 

 

Whitney Singleton stated Mayor, perhaps I can do an introduction for Jan while he’s 

getting the computer set up.  The Zoning Map as you well know is part of our Zoning 

ordinance or our Zoning local law, and it’s specifically referenced in Chapter 110 as part 

of our Zoning ordinance.  The map is periodically updated to reflect changes that are 

made by your Board or to correct errors and omissions that have been made on 

previous maps.  Your Board had asked that the Zoning map be updated, we had gone 

through and looked at the changes that have occurred over the last twenty (20) years 

since it was last updated and we’ve literally gone parcel by parcel making sure that 

subdivisions are properly reflected and to make sure that the lines properly close and 

are in the proper location, with one limited exception, everything that is in here has 

already been adopted by your Board in the past, by a resolution of the Board and a 

local law.  So these changes that you see being reflected here are simply to update 

changes that have already been made and incorporated into the Zoning.  The only item 

in here that is not the subject of a prior action of your Board was probably one of the 

oldest things and it was a recommendation that dates back many years when Nanette 

Bourne was our Planner and that was to rezone a portion of West Street Extension 

which was commercially zoned, but could only be accessed through a network of 

residential streets.  It was her recommendation at that point in time and the 

recommendation of a number of people that it’s inappropriate to have commercial 

trucks going down residential streets in a sequitous fashion to get to a business when in 

fact those homes were already being used as residential uses for the most part and 

would be better served to be residential uses and were generally preferred by the 

property owners to be residential.  That was a recommendation that dates back fifteen 

(15) to twenty (20) years and that would be something that has not previously been 

adopted by your Board, but would be incorporated as part of this change. 

 

Trustee Grunthal asked what number is that on the list in front of us? 

 

Whitney Singleton asked Jan, is it number four? 

 

Jan Johannessen stated 5 houses on West Street extension. 

 

Whitney Singleton stated and consistent with the requirements of the law and your 

Board’s past practice, all property owners who were proposed to be affected by this 

were required to receive notice and have been properly noticed. 
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Jan Johannessen stated so the first slide for you is the existing Zoning map, it was 

prepared and adopted in April of 2013, the Map is signed by form Village Manager Patty 

Dwyer.  So this is the map that’s available to the public, it’s black and white, it’s 

available to the public at a size of 11” by 17”, and it can at times be a bit difficult to 

interpret.  You’ll also notice that it’s based on very old tax parcel boundary information, 

for instance Mount Kisco Chase, which is located here where my cursor is, had not yet 

been developed, it’s not subdivided, there’s a number of parcels on Radio Circle Drive 

that haven’t yet been subdivided, Guard Hill, I don’t even think is shown on this map as 

being developed.  So we’re using some very outdated information and because it’s 

black and white, it becomes a little bit difficult to interpret at this scale.  So in addition 

to rectifying some of the past zoning map amendments that the Village Board has taken 

and acted on since 2003, we sought to color code the Zoning map and we created it 

using geographic information systems and it’s going to be quite a bit easier in the 

future to make zoning map amendments as you go and make these zoning changes.  

So this is the existing map, this is the proposed map, I think in your packet you have 

11” by 17”’s, the official map will be 24” by 26 “, it will be available on the Village 

website and we can have 11” by 17” copies made for public use and distribution, but 

each zoning district has a unique color, they’re also identified by text throughout the 

map and I think it becomes quite a bit easier to interpret, so I’m going to walk you 

through blown up portions of the map so that we can look at each zoning map change 

and if you have any questions, please let me know.  This is the list that I put together, 

it should be in your packet, of the nineteen (19) or so properties that are being affected 

by the Zoning map amendment, the parcel ID, the owner, the location of the parcel, 

and a little description of what’s happened with the Zoning map amendment is 

provided.  Okay, so this is the first change, here we are at Fairways Drive and Route 

128 (Armonk Road), the parcel in question is the parcel here, it’s owned by Serfino 

Bueti, its currently developed residentially, single-family residence, the structure is 

actually on this middle lot and this I believe is just lawn area, but on various versions of 

the Zoning map, Mr. Bueti’s property is included in the GR zoning district, a commercial 

zoning district which is adjacent and is 666 Lexington Avenue, Diamond Properties.  So 

all we’re doing here is this parcel is going from GR to RS-9, which I think has always 

been the intent and is the existing zone, it’s just a map error.  This is Main Street and 

Byram Lake Road, this parcel here is Mount Kisco Shell, TJ Maxx is here and the 

existing zoning map which is black and white of course, does not have this boundary, 

there’s no distinction between PD, Preservation District and GR, so all we’re doing here 

is closing off the boundary and correcting the boundary here, so Mount Kisco Shell will 

continue to be in the GR Zoning district, it’s just a clarification on the map.  There’s 

three, going on in this slide, the first is I believe an unintended map error where the 

Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance Corp. (MKVAC) and Independent Fire Company 

parcel, which is of course developed, which is shown to be in the Preservation District 

zone which is basically open space, this parcel is completely developed, we are just 

simply reverting this back to CL, a commercial zoning district.  This parcel here is 15 

Locust, it was the subject of a zoning map amendment some years ago where the 

parcel went from CL to the adjacent RT-6 and is residentially used, so this is a prior 

zoning amendment that we’re just updating the map to reflect.  This is the area of West 

Street Extension that Whitney was referring to earlier, where these parcels were at one 

time in the CL Zoning district and be rezoned to the adjacent RT-6, there is not access 

to these parcels from Lexington Avenue, it’s through West Street Extension, off West 

Street, I believe they are all residentially developed at this time, although I think 

there’s a couple of garages on this parcel, but that’s the proposal to rezone these from 

CL to RT-6.  This area here is Mount Kisco Coach Diner, when that parcel went through 

the Planning Board, there was a petition to the Village Board to rezone a portion of the 

adjacent property, which I believe was a small engine repair shop from the adjacent OD 

district to CB-2, so again the map was never updated and this is just reflecting a 

current, adopted local law amendment which rezoned a portion of that property.  These 

are two residentially developed parcels, one on Grove Street, the other on East Hyatt 

and these parcels each are spilt zoned currently on the map and this area on this 

parcel, the RT-6 line cuts off about the last 25% of the parcel and I think it was just an 

unintended mapping error, so we’re just reverting this entire parcel back to RT-6, which 

is its current use and just following the existing parcel boundary line.  Similar to this 

East Hyatt parcel, this parcel, the back half of it or the back 25% is in the RT-6, the 

remainder is in the RS-6 and is going to be wholly within the RS-6 zone, single-family 

zone. This is Diplomat Towers, RM-29, adjacent to the Saw Mill River Parkway, again 

this red line, this boundary line between PD and RM-29 does not existing on the existing 

zoning map and there’s no distinction between the two zones, so we’re just creating a 

boundary.  Manchester Drive and West Main Street, very similar situation where there’s 

no boundary line between the RT-6 and the RS-9, so we’re just taking the center line of 

Manchester Drive and making that clarification, the boundary between RS-9 and RT-6.  

This area here is 3 Main Street, currently development by Party City and the former 

Annie Sez, the existing zoning map has this parcel split zone between the RM-10 and 

the CB-1, it actually has the RM-10 line going through the existing Annie Sez and Party 
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City building, certainly a mapping error, we went back to prior zoning maps that had 

been adopted over the years and this entire parcel has always been commercially zoned 

and I think, when the 2003 map was prepared, it was just an error.  This property here 

is 29 Carpenter Avenue and the back side of it goes down to North Bedford Road, on 

the existing zoning map, there was never a boundary line between the RM-10 and the 

PD, so that’s just seeking clarification on that boundary line and just kept the width of 

the PD zone, that green corridor, consistent and close the loop there. 

 

Whitney Singleton stated Jan, just for clarification, I believe… 

 

Jan Johannessen stated this parcel here is still Village owned, so it will, if there was 

some reason you wanted to extend the PD up to this boundary line, this is all Village 

owned property, it’s a decision for the Village Board to make.  The last slide here is just 

reflecting a past zoning map amendment where a portion of the Village owned property 

on Kisco Avenue was rezoned from CD to PRD, so this parcel here is remapped 

consistent with the past zoning amendment to PRD and that’s it. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated one thing that we never accomplished that I asked and I actually 

spoke to the County about it, is the County GIS system, and I never fully understood 

why we couldn’t have, when you bring up, this is available to everybody in the 

community, everybody in Westchester County.  When you bring up the parcel viewer, 

why the individual properties don’t have the zoning designation on the property on part 

of that GIS, it doesn’t seem like an overwhelming, I mean I think a 5th grader could put 

it on there but I don’t know whether it’s on our end, they continue to suggest that it’s 

information that the Village provides. 

 

Jan Johannessen stated they’ve updated that to include a zoning district boundary line 

on the tax parcel viewer. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I know they have a boundary line, but wouldn’t it be simpler if 

you bring up a section, lot, and block and it would have what zone it’s in as part of 

that… 

 

Jan Johannessen stated I think that’s information that the Village could provide the 

County. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated it’s something to think about anyway. 

 

Trustee Grunthal asked Jan, do you have a slide of the West Street Extension changes? 

 

Jan Johannessen stated this is West Street, this is West Street Extension, this is 

Lexington Avenue, this is where Thuesen’s is located. 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated somebody described that to me that as a paper road, are you 

familiar with that, does that fit in there somewhere? 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated no, it’s an actual paved road. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated West Street Extension? Is that where you’re talking about? 

 

Whitney Singleton stated not all the way out to Lexington.  It used to be a path many, 

many, years ago where kids were dropped off by a bus and walked back there, but it 

was closed off and I think some pillars were put in there, the Village did not want it 

continued to be used. 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated is that visible on this slide? 

 

Whitney Singleton stated no it’s not. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I thought that property was owned by Conte. 

 

Trustee Farber stated it is. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated they own a couple of parcels in there. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I’m talking about the small section of property that goes out to 

Lexington Avenue. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated you mean the road? 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated there is no road. 
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Deputy Mayor Markus stated it wasn’t owned by the Village, whatever it is? 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I don’t know. 

 

Whitney Singleton stated it was a private right-of-way. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated let me ask this, is there anybody here that wants to comment on 

this presentation this evening, we have about seventeen (17) or eighteen (18) letters, 

is there anyone here this evening that would like to make a comment?  If you do, I 

would just appreciate you coming up to the microphone and ask your question or make 

a comment and give us your name and what property you may or may not own. 

 

Mr. Conte stated my name is John Conte and I own 11 West Street Extension and 214 

West Street and basically what you’re saying here make sense to me because the CL 

designation doesn’t do any good for the one lot that’s 11 West Street Extension, so in 

my opinion moving it to RT-6 is the smartest thing to do with the property. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated okay, great, thank you. 

 

Trustee Farber stated you agree. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated but just so I understand Whitney, that determination has 

already been made, we’re not doing it by passing this. 

 

Whitney Singleton stated no, if you adopt this map change that would be the only 

portion that was not previously approved. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated I see. 

 

Trustee Farber stated and there’s not controversy about anything we’re doing tonight. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated everything else has been subject to a prior resolution and 

the map hasn’t been modified or corrected to reflect it.  This one in fact actually is 

something that is brand new, we’ve never passed a resolution, correct? 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated yes as well as the different areas that Jan pointed out, 

where we’re inserting the line because it’s separating the two zoning districts, that line 

doesn’t actually exist on the current map that was adopted by local law so, technically, 

us putting in those lines which was intended, but not put in the original one is in fact an 

actual change, which is why we did this as a local law. 

 

Trustee Farber stated it just clarifies. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated right, exactly. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated Jan, I have two questions, on the Mount Kisco Shell parcel and 

the Diplomat parcel, our little chart says that the line is on the property line, the 

drawing of the new line doesn’t look quite flush with the property line, but it’s meant to 

be? 

 

Jan Johannessen stated it will, the red line is just for illustration purposes, it will follow 

that boundary line for sure. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated on both parcels. 

 

Jan Johannessen stated on both parcels, absolutely. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated would anyone else like to speak?  This is a public hearing and the 

policy we enacted several years ago is that when we close a public hearing, we leave it 

open for at least thirty (30) days for written comment and that would give anybody 

that’s listening either at home or anybody here tonight that may have a question, that 

they can approach and speak now, they can write to the Village Board, they can call the 

Village Manager, or they can write to the Village Manager and we will make sure that 

you get the answers to your questions.  So at this time, if there are no further 

questions on this public hearing, I’d ask for a motion to close the public hearing. 

 

A motion is made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus to close the 

public hearing with a thirty (30) day extension for written comments.  All ayes. 

 

Motion Adopted 
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    Trustee Farber   - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Resignation from the Economic Development Council 

 

The Village Board of Trustees accepts Ms. Sage’s resignation and requests a letter 

thanking her for her service be sent by the Village Manager’s office. 

 

2) Village Manager’s Report: 

a. Monthly Water Report – October 2017 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated water production is down to an average of 1.45 million 

gallons per day for the month of October, which is down more than 300,000 gallons per 

day versus September and August.  Byram Lake increased to 90% of capacity, the 

Leonard Park Wells were in service at limited capacity, 124,000 gallons per day during 

October down from approximately 155,000 for September and August. 

 

b. Revised Refuse and Recycling Schedule for the week of November 20, 2017 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated Village offices will be closed November 23rd for 

Thanksgiving and the day after, November 24th.  The amended recycling and refuse 

schedule is posted on the website, we sent an e-mail out, and we’ve had it up on the 

cable channel since last week, but we wanted to remind everybody again.  Tomorrow, 

Tuesday November 21st, we will pick up all glass, plastic, and metal, Wednesday the 

22nd we are going to pick up Thursday’s garbage, as well as newspaper and cardboard, 

and there will be no collection Thursday and Friday.  Friday’s garbage will be collected 

on Monday November 27th. 

 

c. Overnight Parking Restrictions – November 15, 2017 to April 1, 2018  

 

Reminder of overnight parking restrictions are in effect from November 15th to April 1st 

on the following streets, in their entirety, there shall be no overnight parking from 1 am 

to 5 am from November 15 to April 1, on the following streets: 

 

Ascot Circle 

Austin Drive 

Brentwood Court 

Britton Lane 

Karen Court 

Carlton Drive 

Cold Spring Court 

Croton Avenue 

East Hyatt Avenue 

Emery Street 

Fairways Drive 

Green Street 

Hillside Avenue 

Kisco Avenue 

Lexington Avenue 

Moore Avenue 

Mountain Avenue 

Orchard Road 

Prospect Street 

Rolling Ridge 

Route 133 

Route 117 

Sand Street 

South Moger Avenue 

Stratford Drive 

Turner Lane 

Willetts Road 

Washburn Road 

West Hyatt Avenue 

 

3) Board Reports 

 



Village Board Meeting 11/20/2017 Page 6 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated Mayor Cindrich, I’d like to make a personal statement to you if 

I may. Not Village business, but some personal sentiments.  

 

You appointed me to the Mount Kisco Village Board in 2003, and since that time I have 

had the privilege of serving with you as we navigated the many complex issues as well 

as the simple issues that a Town Board encounters every day in the course of business.  

We shared many ceremonial occasions together, to celebrate joyful events in this 

village, to honor volunteers, and also to commemorate fateful events in the course of 

our nation.  

 

During this time I developed a complete faith in your goals for this Village and a deep 

trust in the integrity with which you pursued every single item that came up to us for 

consideration.  There was never a moment when your objectives were pointed in any 

direction but the betterment of Mount Kisco as a residential community, as a business 

community, and as a caring community for people of all ages and situations in life. 

 

Mayor, you and I have different approaches to getting things done, but we have been 

philosophically aligned almost all the time, and on almost every matter.  We have 

disagreed recently on a development issue, because our hearts pointed in different 

directions, but other than that, our goals have been the same, and I was pleased to 

cooperate with you to accomplish them. 

 

I have been particularly impressed by your depth of knowledge.  You understand the 

many points of view that are expressed throughout the Village by so many people on so 

many matters.  You also understand the technical issues that need to be addressed and 

you have provided so many solutions for the maintenance and improvement of the 

physical infrastructure of the Village, our buildings, our open spaces, and the many 

other physical structures and facilities in the Village.  

 

I have known you to act only with great integrity, with the intent of bringing only the 

most professional and honest of transactions to the management of Mount Kisco.  This 

has been a great challenge, but you have succeeded.  You have brought the governance 

and maintenance of this Town by our managers and employees to a level that benefits 

all our residents, business owners, and visitors.  You have eliminated some of the 

freewheeling practices of the past and brought us to a high level of professionalism and 

honest conduct. 

 

And on this subject I want the record to be absolutely clear.  Two people stood up at 

public board meetings over the last few months and implied that your participation in 

decision making with regard to a property on Captain Merritt’s Hill was an ethical 

violation.  Those allegations were totally unfounded.  They had no basis in fact.  The 

implication that you could have been influenced by the proximity of your property to the 

proposed development can clearly be seen by the topographical facts to be nonsense.  I 

want that to be understood and recorded forever.  I wish that I had the spontaneity and 

skill to have challenged these allegations publicly the moment they were made.  Those 

of us who worked with you on this matter for more than ten (10) years know perfectly 

well that your only motivation at every moment in time was to restore the acquisition 

cost of this property back to the Village, and to develop it for the benefit of the Village 

and its residents.  Let no more be said about this. 

 

You have brought your life experience and your career experience to this Village for our 

benefit.  You have applied these with knowledge, with energy, and with persistence. 

 

You have also brought your human and moral values to us.  Your family background, 

and that of Linda as well, have been beacons of light and shone forth in the enormous 

amount of well-directed work that both of you have done for this Village, at great 

personal sacrifice, and without any meaningful compensation. 

 

So, personally I want to wish you and Linda great happiness in Mount Kisco for many 

years to come. 

 

Trustee Farber stated okay Mike, where do we start... Personally, you have been a 

mentor to me.  When I came to you to ask about getting involved in Village 

Government, you gave me unwavering encouragement, incalculable hours of your time, 

and invaluable information on the intricacies of how our Village works. 

 

You are a walking textbook of information on each Village street, every business, all 

individual organizations, you know it all.  You are an expert on the myriad of rules, 

regulations, and laws that govern our Village. 
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Without a doubt, you have a proven record of reducing government costs without 

reducing the quality of services. 

 

You were the driving force in the transition of our Village Police to the Westchester 

County police force which has, in my opinion created a much safer Mount Kisco with 

more police on the roads at all hours and in so doing, saved the Village hundreds of 

thousands of dollars. 

 

You have given without reservation as Mayor for the last fourteen (14) years and before 

that as Deputy Mayor and Village Trustee… Well beyond the call of duty with integrity, 

purpose, energy and sacrifice. 

 

Mike, you have been the voice of reason, guidance, and an example for all of us to 

remember the reasons of the proud heritage of this Village and the local heroes who 

contributed so mightily to why we are such a special community. 

 

Your gifts of selflessness, intelligence, and leadership with experiences in so many 

fields....from law enforcement to the intricacies of government are what we need in 

national government, but we were blessed instead to have you here, to the betterment 

of Mount Kisco. 

 

Finally, I want to thank Linda who rounded out the team which contributed so much to 

the well-being of our community for countless years.  The sacrifices you have both 

made on behalf of Mount Kisco are incalculable and deserving of recognition. 

 

Mike, you have earned a break for now.  So, rest up but know that we will not let you 

stray too far away from us.  You can rest assure we will be seeking your wise counsel.  

Good luck, God bless, Stay well and thank you so much for all you have done. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated I don’t know how you can say thank you to someone who has 

given so much of their time, themselves, their experience, and their attention to the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco.   

 

Mike, you have served longer and dedicated more of your time to the Village than 

almost anyone ever did, you’ve been the receiver of everyone’s phone calls, mine, the 

residents, our neighbors, our neighboring towns.  Your e-mails and letters, he’s 

answered your questions, your complaints without fail, he knows and has greeted 

almost everyone and their families by name and personally. 

 

I don’t know of anyone who has given so much and tried so hard. 

 

It is hard to say goodbye –I can’t imagine the Village without you.  Your depth of 

knowledge, understanding and commitment is beyond outstanding. 

 

So Mike, may your new path bring you only wonderful things, new discoveries, love and 

happiness-until next time. 

 

Trustee Farber introduced the following proclamation: 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, J. Michael Cindrich has served as an elected official of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco for twenty-one years, fourteen years as Mayor, four years as Deputy 

Mayor, and three years as a Trustee; 

 

WHEREAS, he has served with integrity, purpose, energy, and sacrifice;  

 

WHEREAS, he has given generously of his time and talents to all matters and residents 

of Mount Kisco without reservation and beyond the call of duty, through official and 

voluntary activities; 

 

WHEREAS, he has added grace and dignity to hundreds of ceremonial events, giving 

inspiration through his memorable words; 

 

WHEREAS, his disciplined stewardship of Village finances has enabled the Village to 

accomplish critical infrastructure and building improvements as well as attain its highest 

possible bond rating and ensure that the Village is one of the most financially sound 

municipalities in the State of New York; 
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WHEREAS, he has encouraged and assisted the establishment of high quality 

businesses in the Village for the enhancement of residents’ experiences and 

employment opportunities; 

 

WHEREAS, he has been the driving force in the transition of the Police Department 

from the Village to Westchester County for the safety and betterment of the residents 

of Mount Kisco, surrounding towns, and for the members of the police department 

themselves; 

 

WHEREAS, he has steered zoning and planning initiatives in directions that have raised 

the quality of life in the Village; 

 

WHEREAS, he has encouraged and supported the sustainability of Mount Kisco through 

initiatives that support the natural environment, and 

 

WHEREAS, he has supported and given succor to Mount Kisco residents of all ages, 

religious practices, ethnic groups, and challenges in life.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we members of the Village Board of 

Trustees, commend and thank J. Michael Cindrich for his rich and enduring contribution 

to life in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, and declare November 21st, 2017, to be J. 

Michael Cindrich Day in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco. 

 

Trustee Grunthal presented Mayor Cindrich with a plaque for his service to the 

Community. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I have something to say but I’m going to say it during public 

forum and I hope that my distinguished colleague here who has served with me as 

Deputy Mayor, and has been an inspiration to be with his wealth of knowledge with the 

law and also with the Finance Committee, I hope that he’s the next recipient.  Thank 

you. 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated I want to say a few words publicly to Deputy Mayor Anthony 

Markus.  

 

Tony, we have been working together on and off for the last fourteen (14) years.  Ten 

(10) of those years on the Village Board, and many of those years jointly on the 

Finance Committee that you have been leading so successfully.  

 

We have shared all the problems that have come up to the Village Board, both large 

and small, and grappled with them together to find solutions.  We have joined in many 

of the challenging sessions of the Finance Committee, as we looked into the future of 

bond rates, bond maturities, future capital needs, and the impact of all of those on 

village tax rates, and your performance has been sensational.  You have brought to the 

Village Board and to the residents of Mount Kisco through your board reports and 

presentations, a clear picture of how our capital needs can be financed and timed in the 

future.  Through this process we have come to understand how best to meet those 

financing needs over a long period of time without causing undue ripples in the tax 

rates or in the security of the capital and reserve funds. We have been greatly blessed 

by your leadership and guidance. 

 

You have also helped me and the other board members to fully understand many of the 

legal issues that have come before us.  You have raised questions with the Village 

Attorney and our Village Manager that have helped us to understand the issues at stake 

and the options before us.  You have brought systematic logic into our decision making 

process, while holding us on course when a thousand distractions diverted us.  Above 

all, I believe you have brought excellent judgment to these many matters, making sure 

that all sides of every argument have been considered, and given their rightful place in 

the order of priorities.  

 

And it’s been fun.  Well, most of it has been fun.  During even the most difficult of 

discussions it was good to have a quick laugh with you to ease the tensions and move 

us forward with good humor.  Having you around the same table with me has been a 

source of strength, and I will miss this sorely when you are no longer there. 

 

So it is my profound wish, and I do believe the wish of many people in Mount Kisco, 

that you will continue to contribute to our management through your guidance, both on 

the Finance Committee and in other ways. Please, don’t go far away! I imagine you will 

have more time to spend with Carolyn, and I wish you both a lot more happiness in 

Mount Kisco. 
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Trustee Farber stated this is to my dear friend and colleague Tony Markus. 

 

Tony, you have always been there for the citizens of Mount Kisco.  Your remarkable 

abilities in the area of finance and economic development have been key in the 

committees you have chaired resulting in bringing the finances of the Village to the 

highest possible bond rating for a Village in Westchester County.  You have been 

tireless in advocating with your considerable expertise to the many complex civic 

matters that come before the Board.  You see things clearly and are able to explain 

your points of view with fairness and lack of prejudice to many complex civic matters.  

Your legal skills as a respected and accomplished attorney lent us an incalculable 

benefit which was appreciated and deserves a light to be shined on its importance. 

 

I feel honored to have sat on the Village Board with you.  You have been unwavering in 

your thoughtfulness, pride, and fairness to all matters that have come before you. I 

hope you will continue to remain an integral part of our Village serving on the Finance 

Committee and the Economic Development Council, please share your knowledge and 

professionalism. 

 

Thank you for being a friend and giving so much back to our Village, and thank you 

Carolyn, your dear and supporting wife, for the sacrifices she made in supporting your 

efforts on Mount Kisco's behalf. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated Tony and I do not always agree, but he knows that and he 

worked hard to elicit everyone’s take on a given matter so that everyone would have 

their voices heard. 

 

I have spoken of the Finance Committee which you have chaired for many years 

repeatedly.  I think and continue to feel that our Finance Committee is the best 

volunteer committee this Village has ever had.  Under your direction, they have 

analyzed interest rates and outstanding bonds and worked to reconfigure our debt to 

take advantage of low interest rates, you’ve looked at revenue from parking meters and 

looked at what other comparable communities do with respect to the same. 

 

This committee, with Tony and all of its members deserves our praise and our thanks 

for a job not just well done, but a job incredibly done. 

 

Tony too, has given so very much of his time away from his family to guide our Village 

and work to make it and all of us secure. 

 

His input and his humor will be sorely missed. 

 

Trustee Grunthal presented the following proclamation: 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, Anthony C. Markus has served as a Trustee on the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco Board of Trustees for fourteen years, serving as the Deputy Mayor for the last 

three; 

 

WHEREAS, he has served with dedication, intellect, skill and compassion; 

 

WHEREAS, he has given generously of his time and talents to all matters and residents 

of Mount Kisco with all of his ability and attention; 

 

WHEREAS, he has brought considerable professional expertise to the many complex 

civic issues requiring resolution; 

 

WHEREAS, he has brought his sense of justice and fairness to all matters requiring the 

most difficult decisions; 

 

WHEREAS, he has been instrumental in the capital planning and financial affairs of the 

Village enabling it to accomplish critical infrastructure and building improvements as 

well as attain its highest possible bond rating and ensure that the Village is one of the 

most financially sound municipalities in the State of New York; 

 

WHEREAS, he has worked with residents and colleagues to establish an Economic 

Development Council to encourage the establishment of businesses and economic 

opportunities in the Village; 
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WHEREAS, he has collaborated in the reform of planning and permitting procedures to 

ensure a smoother process for all applicants as well as enable and facilitate the 

establishment of new businesses in the Village, and 

 

WHEREAS, he has planned for and supported capital and engineering initiatives for the 

maintenance and preservation of the highest quality of water throughout the Village. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that we members of the Village Board of 

Trustees, commend and thank Anthony C. Markus for his valuable and enduring 

contribution to life in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, and declare November 22nd, 

2017, to be Anthony C. Markus Day in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco. 

 

Trustee Schleimer presented Deputy Mayor Markus with a plaque for his service to the 

Community. 

 

Board Reports 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated I just wanted to make this announcement because by the next 

Village Board meeting it will be too late, there will be a public hearing on November 29th 

in the Mount Kisco Public Library to discuss the County budget.  There’s two items of 

great interest and concern to me, the budget has been slashed for the curators of the 

Ward Pound Ridge Reservation and Muscoot Farm, the doors open at 6:00 p.m., 

numbered speaker cards will be given out at 6:15 p.m., anyone may submit a written 

statement in advance which will be included in the record.  The meeting actually starts 

at 7:00 p.m. at the Mount Kisco Public Library, November 29, 2017. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated I do have a brief report from the Finance Committee.  We 

did convene on November 15th and we did review the infrastructure projects for water.  

We got an update as to Delaware Engineering, I understand from the Village Manager 

that the Mountain Avenue plans have been approved by Delaware Engineering and they 

are continuing to prepare both the plans for the North Bedford Road and Byram Lake 

Road projects.  Delaware Engineering wants to do them simultaneously from a financial 

point of view because they believe that we can benefit from grants and low interest 

loans by potentially doing them together.  The Village Manager also advised us of low 

interest loans that we can get through the New York State Environmental Facilities 

Corporation’s Clear Water Revolving Loan Fund and also advised us of the State and 

Municipal Facilities Grant (SAM) program which has more than $1.6 billion dollars in it 

from the State, and which I understand we are going to be looking into to help us with 

some of these infrastructure projects.  We also took a look at the Fire Department, we 

won’t go into a lot of details, but fortunately the bond that we have supported was 

passed by the voters.  We discussed at the Finance Committee different options and 

they’re going to decide whether to use all of that fund right now or they can do it over 

time and that led us to a conclusion that the Treasurer and the Village Manager and the 

Finance Department will come up with a cash flow system to look at our future capital 

projects based upon line items for paying debt service and also using capital funds, so 

we can best plan for the future.  I also just want to say it was a pleasure attending the 

Independence Fire Department event yesterday, it was very gracious, it’s always a 

wonderful event and you know we have a great Fire Department, obviously the whole 

Independence Fire Company, and it was an honor to be present there again.  I enjoy it 

and I commend the fire men and women that serve this Village. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated we had a moving service on Veteran’s Day, especially meaningful 

this year to me especially with what’s going on in the country, the sacrifices made by 

our military, those who are serving and continue to serve have been diminished by the 

actions of professional athletes, in particular the notorious National Football League 

(NFL) and I’m glad to see that a number of the NFL players are not buying into the 

disrespect demonstrated by some of their colleagues.  Even yesterday a number of 

football fans came up to me saying I don’t watch football anymore, I don’t think that’s 

the answer, but when you take on a responsibility and you’re blessed with certain skills, 

you become a role model.  When you become a role model, you have to fulfill that 

obligation and act appropriately and the disrespect that they have shown the military 

personnel as well as our police officers, is just something beyond the pale, so this 

Veteran’s Day, again I saw a change in attitude with the NFL players doing a lot of 

public relations (PR) work to rebuild their status in the community.  I had joined Tony 

and Jean at the recognition day, what I call recognition day of the senior members of 

the Independent Fire Company.  Again it’s a challenge for the fire companies today to 

spend as much time as they do in training, in recruiting, and we’re very fortunate to 

have a legacy department, three or four departments of men and women that have 

served for many, many years.  One thing I did bring up, Mr. Brancati, is that with the 

bond passing for renovating each of the fire houses, I hope that we’re working on the 

site plans feverishly because the site plans may tweak the construction, especially if it 
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has to go to DEP.  As a result, I think we should designate an engineering firm to take 

care of the site plans, get them perfected and get the applications in to DEP.  On 

Thanksgiving Day, again this year, Karen and I were there last year, The Little Drunken 

Chef will sponsor a Thanksgiving Celebration for those in need, those without friends, 

those without families, those most in need in our community, and I think we should 

give The Little Drunken Chef our support.  Feel free to stop by, wish them well on 

Thanksgiving Day during the morning or early afternoon, it’s something that’s been 

recognized well beyond Mount Kisco as a spirit of caring about other people.  I do have 

one bit of good news, I think its good news, but when Border’s closed, I met on several 

occasions with the principals, the principal owner of the Border’s property and we 

worked to find a tenant.  We talked about Barnes and Noble, and we talked about a 

number of entities to occupy the full 22,000 square feet of space that still remains half 

occupied today and this is for the past seven (7) or eight (8) years.  The prospects we 

talked about, but they couldn’t buy into the floor plan that Border’s offered was a 

business known as Home Goods, part of the TJX Corporation, which also includes 

Marshall’s and TJ Maxx.  Well, I’m happy to report today that a lease has been signed 

and this is again after working with the Kempner Brothers for at least three (3) years, 

entertaining a whole host of projects from retail in hard goods to two supermarket 

proposals, the Kempners have signed a lease with Home Goods to occupy the Annie Sez 

building.  Now it will be the Village’s job, the Village Board in place and especially that 

Planning Board, to not stand in the way of a full occupancy and support of this 

business.  The accommodation for this should be simple retail to retail change, not of 

use, just change of business, get it done and make it happen, but more importantly, 

like many of the other businesses in the Downtown area, we hear a lot of rhetoric that 

they’re not being supported by the residents of this community when they shop.  If you 

want to have a viable downtown, you have to shop in your downtown.  So this is a 

major accomplishment, I thank the Kempner’s for having faith in the Village of Mount 

Kisco and really going out and marketing the Village.  There are also other groups we 

should be talking to, I still think we should be talking to the Buxton Group on PR work, 

we should be talking to Larissa Ortiz on how to attract businesses with staying power, 

and I’ve given that information to the Kempner’s.  That’s all I have, I will have 

something to say at the close of business of this meeting. 

 

New Business: 

 

a. Budget Modifications (3) 

The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer.  All aye 

 

Resolution to Adopt/Modify Fiscal Year 2016/2017 Adopted Budget 

 

Resolved, the fiscal year 2016/2017 adopted budget are hereby adopted and modified 

as follows: 

 

 001.9061.0800 General Fund - Health Insurance   $   

10,225.00 

 001.9030.0800 General Fund - Social Security   $ 

 (10,225.00)       

 

 003.8121.0200 Sewer Fund – Equipment – Saw Mill Pump Station $ (  

8,050.00)  

 003.9030.0800 Sewer Fund – Social Security   $              

8,050.00 

 

 006.0000.5999 Library Fund Appropriated Fund Balance   $ 7,500.00 

 

 

Motion Adopted 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

The following resolution was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus.  All aye. 

 

Resolution to Adopt/Modify Fiscal Year 2017/2018 Adopted Budget 

 

Resolved, the fiscal year 2017/2018 adopted budget are hereby adopted and modified 

as follows: 
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Budget – Capital Fund 

       

Increase Capital Fund Revenues: 

 

004.0000.5031.0174 Inter-fund Revenue – Branch Brook  $  

36,119.50 

004.0000.5031.0161 Inter-fund Revenue – FD Mutual  $  25,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0162 Inter-fund Revenue – FD UH & L  $  25,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0163 Inter-fund Revenue – FD Independent  $   

25,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0164 Inter-fund Revenue – FD Rescue Fire Police $  

25,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0002 Inter-fund Revenue – DPW Garage  $     6,836.07 

004.0000.5031.0159 Inter-fund Revenue – Infrastructure VW $ 361,241.65 

004.0000.5031.0177 Inter-fund Revenue – Streetscape  $    10,704.50 

 Total        $ 514,901.72   

 

Increase Capital Fund Appropriations: 

 

004.3320.2174 Branch Brook Improvements    $   

36,119.50 

004.3410.2161 Fire Department – Mutual    $   25,000.00 

004.3410.2162 Fire Department – Union Hook & Ladder  $    25,000.00 

004.3410.2163 Fire Department – Independent Fire Co.  $   25,000.00 

004.3410.2164 Fire Department – Rescue Fire Police  $   25,000.00 

004.5110.2002 DPW Garage      $      

6,836.07 

004.5110.2159 Infrastructure – Village Wide   $ 361,241.65 

004.8020.2177 Downtown Streetscape    $   10,704.50 

Total         $  514,901.72 

    

Whereas, the Board of Trustees established a Capital Reserve Fund in January 2002 to 

finance all or part of the cost of construction, reconstruction or acquisition of capital 

improvements or acquisition of equipment, and  

 

Be it resolved, the Board of Trustees hereby authorizes the use of $ 514,901.72 from 

the Designated for Capital Projects account (account 001.0000.0911) towards these 

capital projects. 

 

This resolution is adopted subject to permissive referendum. 

 

 Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

The following resolution was offered by Trustee Farber and second by Trustee 

Schleimer.  All aye. 

 

Resolution to Adopt/Modify Fiscal Year 2017/2018 Adopted Budget 

 

Resolved, the fiscal year 2017/2018 adopted budget are hereby adopted and modified 

as follows: 

 

Budget – Water Fund 

       

002.8340.2156.0002 Capital Purchase    $   42,116.00 

002.0000.0911.0000 Reserve for Capital Projects   $ (42,116.00) 

 

Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Farber   - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

Mr. Wheeling stated one last comment, I’ve been involved in government for about 

twenty-one (21) years and I can honestly say that this Mayor has probably been one of 
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the most active Mayor’s or Supervisors I’ve ever met and I’ve always called you your 

honor in public and in meetings.  So, Michael it’s been an honor, your honor. 

 

A motion is made by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber to enter into 

Executive Session at close of the regular session.  All aye. 

 

Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

 

Bills: 

 

A motion is made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus to approve 

payment for all General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project 

Funds bills. All aye. 

 

Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Farber   - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated I want to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude to 

have served as a Village Board Trustee and Deputy Mayor to help lead this Village with 

numerous other hard working individuals, during the past 14 years. I am particularly 

proud of our efforts on the Finance Committee, which together with our Board and 

Finance Department, has improved our fiscal standing enabling us to hand off a fiscally 

sound municipality to our successors. Clearly, we made great strides by contracting 

with the Westchester County Department of Public Safety for the provision of police 

services, providing better public safety at a lower cost while keeping all of our police 

officers who wished to move to the county employed.  We have a more efficient and 

professional Building Department, Building Inspector, and Planning Board to streamline 

approvals and fairly enforce our code, among many other numerous accomplishments. 

  

I also commend our efforts to protect our environment and pursue energy efficiency 

through the many volunteers and leadership on this Board.  I commend our special 

volunteer fire department with men and women often from generation to generation, 

who take great pride in protecting us from fires and other hazards. 

 

Mayor, Michael J. Cindrich, who dedicated not only his time, but also his vast knowledge 

of construction, public safety, law, and many other areas. He is the one person who all 

of the accomplishments of which I speak can be attributed, thank you Mr. Mayor.  It 

has been an honor to work with you. 

  

Trustee Peter Grunthal, who has advocated for protection of the environment and 

energy efficiency to save our planet, pursued streamlining municipal approvals to 

enhance business development and fairness and he has always kept a keen, yet 

responsible eye on our finances.  He is an invaluable member of this Board, he doesn’t 

have any agenda other than what’s best for this Village and it’s been an honor to have 

served with your sir. 

 

Trustee Jean Farber, through her leadership with the arts council, her knowledge of real 

estate and regular reports and attendance at Village events and business openings.  

She has helped and encouraged all of us to connect with the many wonderful people 

who live and contribute to Mount Kisco.  Thank you, Jean, for all of your hard work and 

connections. 

 

Trustee Karen Schleimer, who with her dedication to our seniors with invaluable advice 

and protection from scams and other things that all of us need to be concerned about.  

Her expertise in real estate, law, and her copious oversight of our bills has served our 

Village very well.  Thank you, Karen. 

 

My gratitude is also extended to Village Manager Ed Brancati for what must be one of 

the most difficult jobs of not only running a municipality with its vast demands to serve 

our residents, businesses, and those who work in Mount Kisco, but also to report to five 
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(5) bosses with different opinions and sometimes different objectives.  He has served 

this Village well and I know he will continue to do so in the Village.  

 

I also want to mention Linda [Cindrich] for her work on the Recreation Commission, for 

standing behind Michael and all of us through thick and thin, all of the time.  I know 

that sometimes we all have our differences, but we know that your heart is always 

there for us and that you’re a loyal individual.  I appreciate everything that you have 

done for this Village and for us.  

 

And of course, thank you to the other Village Manager, who is not here tonight, Paula 

Maiorano, who always makes sure everything gets done.  Paula, when you watch this or 

hear about it, thank you.  She is a huge asset to our community and we would be lost 

without her. 

 

Our Treasurer Bob Wheeling and fellow members of the Finance Committee, Michael 

Bonforte, Keith Ferguson, Paul Franco, Meighan Gallagher, Peter Grunthal and 

previously Anthony Mango, Larry Maisel and Dan Guyder.  Thank you for all your hard 

work and I hope those that are on the committee continue to serve. 

 

Thank you to the Village Attorney, for his acumen, his knowledge of the law, his 

steadfastness, he’s been with us every step of the way.  We are fortunate to have such 

an intelligent and hardworking individual locally and with such a vast knowledge, I 

appreciate your advice and your hard work throughout the many years that I’ve served 

on this Board and I wish you well. 

 

I also want to give gratitude to our former Village Manager, Jim Palmer, who served us 

for a very long time and even our Interim Village Manager, Jerry Faiella.  

 

I can’t thank everybody because it would go on and on and I’m sure there’s many 

people I would forget but I must mention our former Deputy Mayor George Griffin.  He 

was our rock, he continues to be sorely missed, and I miss him very much. 

 

I wish the best to our new Mayor Gina Picinich and new Trustee Isi Albanese and wish 

them and my fellow board members, much success. 

 

The end of this chapter is both bitter and sweet.  I will dearly miss leading our village 

and working with all the hard working volunteers, employees, and others, but look 

forward to using this energy elsewhere.  There is no time to waste.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I know a couple of my sons will appreciate what I’m about to say, 

but when I was thinking of drawing the curtain on my tenure as Mayor, I was thinking 

of Jerry Garcia’s Grateful Dead song, Light a Candle Curse the Glare.  In thirteen (13) 

days the curtain will be drawn on my tenure as Mayor of the Village of Mount Kisco.  I 

have had the privilege to serve the people of Mount Kisco as an elected official for 

twenty-one (21) years, as a Trustee, Deputy Mayor, and Mayor, not including my 

tenure with Karen as a member and Chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

During that period of time I’ve worked with some extraordinary, exceptionally talented 

people all committed to the betterment of our community. 

  

During my tenure as Mayor I worked with seven talented Village Trustees, including our 

friend George Griffin, the four of you, Joe Morreale, and also Peter DiChiara.  Each 

person brought a different perspective and a wealth of knowledge to this Board.  

George’s institutional knowledge of this Village, and how things work as a Vietnam 

Veteran and the sacrifices he made, did exceptional things for the Village.  I hope in the 

coming year the Village Board can see fit to designate something in his honor, for his 

service, not only to the community, but to the Country. 

 

I’m leaving office with the Village in the best financial condition in the Village’s history 

with capital reserves and a bond rating that will allow future generations to address 

future challenges.  I talk about future generations because maybe except for Tony, we 

are the senior citizen Board right now and it’s not going to change that much, but that 

fact of the matter is, my focus has always been to take care of the next generation, 

look beyond tomorrow, look beyond next week, and look beyond next year.  So I think 

we’re stable enough that future generations can enjoy the security that we’ve put in 

place for them. 

 

I am proud of our many accomplishments and the most important to me is keeping the 

community affordable, affordable for the children to live in, my grandchildren to live in, 

and also the people that struggle each and every day to find a great place to live and 

going home at night knowing that they can continue to afford to do it. 
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One of my accomplishments was the contracting with the County police, substantial 

savings, and I’m going to talk about this in a little while, a little deeper, but substantial 

savings and more importantly we increased the safety of our community. We’ve 

increased the security of our community and what we have on the streets is a 

command that is disciplined, intelligent, and well educated.  Going beyond the Police 

Department, one thing I’m extremely proud of and I’ve worked extremely well with 

everyone at Northern Westchester Hospital.  I think the Board knows this, but after 

every Planning Board meeting on Tuesday evening, I would receive calls from the 

hierarchy of Northern Westchester Hospital on Wednesday morning asking, what are 

they doing to us.  This is very important for the next Board to understand.  During my 

tenure we’ve had the hospital expand with the Cancer Treatment Center, and Bob 

Spolzino knows this as we had to deal with that ridiculous wall, we’ve had many 

conversations.  The $26 million dollar Emergency Room, the state of the art surgical 

suites, and the parking structure.  The parking structure should have been another 

story, why do we have a hospital renting space from a church because we wouldn’t let 

them build enough parking. 

 

We’ve expanded the Byram Lake watershed area.  The plans we developed for the 

renovation and expansion of our firehouses and the expansion and modernizing of our 

DPW yard and buildings.  Some of this stuff had to be put off and I made a commitment 

to the Fire Department, how we were going to do it, but it was called discipline and the 

discipline factor was that we weren’t going to keep piling on the debt until we paid 

down certain debt.  We had many conversations with our Treasurer, Bob Wheeling on 

this, we paid down the debt and then we could incur other debt and we do it in a 

fashion that is disciplined and responsible. 

 

Another major accomplishment, besides places like Lexus of Mount Kisco, a substantial 

tax payer, was the renewal and rebuilding of the Grand Union warehouse complex into 

a thriving multi-tenant complex.  This particular building is 600,000 plus square feet of 

space, it sat dormant for ten (10) years, nobody wanted to tackle it, but we tackled it.  

The Village Board that I served on and with, we tackled it, and we made it work and 

they’re still going to come back in for more improvements and make it a better place 

for the Village of Mount Kisco. 

 

We’ve had bright days and unfortunately a few dark experiences.  The bridge failure 

that cost the taxpayers millions of dollars with sadly half the money that went to 

attorneys.  That is an experience that I hope we can learn from and make sure that it 

never happens again.  I was a new Mayor, we took direction from the Village Manager 

at that time and it was something that unfortunately, I believe caused us to waste 

money, especially in legal fees.  The fatal fire in an illegal basement apartment and 

other incidents that would have shocked the conscience of a normal person, including 

the unsolved homicide of a homeless person last seen alive in Mount Kisco and found 

dying near Byram Lake.  That incident weighed heavily in my decision to contract with 

the Westchester County Department of Public Safety for police services.  It’s something 

that should not have happened, we put in direction with our County Police Department, 

that if a person reaches out in need, he or she is going to get the proper treatment and 

the proper response from the Police Department, taken to the emergency room, or 

taken to another place for care.  These are things that were very disheartening to me. 

 

The other most challenging and disheartening thing that has happened in recent years, 

probably starting somewhere in 2014, is the chasm that has developed with our 

neighbors in the Bedford Central School District.  Unresolved disagreements on taxes 

and the demographics of Mount Kisco, coupled with the inability to address complex 

educational issues involving our most precious resource – our elementary school 

children.  These issues have to be resolved, we cannot continue to be at odds with 

communities, our friends and neighbors that make up the Bedford Central School 

District. 

  

Among the challenges that remain include: the illegal, unsafe, substandard housing, 

and despite spending millions on infrastructure, millions more of taxpayer dollars are 

needed to continue upgrading our water and sewer systems, road paving, and as I said 

before, curb replacement. We also face the challenges of our retail community 

competing with the internet.  It’s not an easy fulfilment of how to address each and 

every one of these issues, but again, it comes back to discipline.  

 

Finally, I too, as Tony Markus put it, I wish the Village Board success, the new Board 

coming to meet the challenges of our extremely difficult and complex community.  

 

Ironically when I assumed the position of Mayor, I inherited the burden of paying down 

the $4 million dollar debt for the acquisition of the Swiss Benevolent property, through 

discipline again and through financing we were able to pay down that debt.  I say 
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ironically, because sadly, as I exit office, the Village is facing a significant lawsuit 

involving the same property.  Litigation in my opinion that could have been avoided if 

common sense prevailed. 

 

In closing, whether you’re a parking enforcement officer, an FBI agent, a beat cop, or 

just an average Mayor, when you make decisions, you can’t make everybody happy, so 

I have to quote Thomas Jefferson, when he talked about leaving the presidency.  “No 

man will ever bring out of the presidency the reputation which carries him into it, to 

myself personally, it brings nothing but increasing drudgery and the daily loss of 

friends.”  It is a tragedy when we have to blame somebody for empty stores or we have 

to blame somebody because we want to develop a piece of property when we’re all in 

this together and that has been the hallmark of my career in law enforcement and as a 

public official.  We’re all in this together, nobody is trying to capitalize.  It was humbling 

being elected Mayor, and I thank the community for letting me serve for all these 

years.  God bless you all and thank you. 

 

A motion was introduced by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus to 

adjourn the meeting.  All aye. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 

 


